
180 Educational Games and Activities for
Teaching ESL/EFL Students
Teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) or English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) requires creative and dynamic approaches to engage
students and facilitate effective language acquisition. This comprehensive
guide presents 180 educational games and activities that cater to diverse
learning styles, ages, and language levels, transforming ESL/EFL
classrooms into vibrant learning environments.
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Games for Vocabulary Building

Word Wall Bingo: Write target vocabulary words on a grid. Students
move around the classroom and find someone who can define or give
an example of a word. When they find a match, they write the word in
the corresponding box on their bingo card.
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Pictionary or Charades: Divide students into teams. One team
chooses a word and draws or acts it out while the other team guesses.
This activity fosters vocabulary recognition and nonverbal
communication.

Vocabulary Scavenger Hunt: Hide vocabulary words around the
classroom. Students work in pairs or groups to find and define the
words, practicing their recall and reading skills.

Word Association: Start with a target vocabulary word and ask
students to say the first word that comes to their mind. Continue the
chain, expanding their vocabulary and making connections.

Taboo: Describe a target word without using specific words that are
listed as "taboo." This activity challenges students' semantic
knowledge and encourages creativity.

Games for Grammar Practice

Grammar Charades: Write grammar structures on slips of paper.
Students take turns acting out the structure while their team guesses.
This activity reinforces grammar usage in a fun and interactive way.

Grammar Bingo: Create bingo cards with different grammar
structures. Students listen to sentences and mark off the
corresponding structures on their cards. This activity promotes active
listening and grammar recognition.

Grammar Jenga: Write grammar questions on wooden blocks.
Students take turns pulling out blocks and answering the questions.
This activity combines grammar practice with a physical challenge.



Scrambled Sentences: Provide students with scrambled sentences.
They work in teams to put the sentences back in the correct order,
practicing their grammar and sentence structure.

Grammar Jeopardy: Host a Jeopardy-style game with grammar
categories. Students answer questions to earn points, reinforcing their
grammar knowledge.

Games for Reading Comprehension

Speed Reading Relay: Divide students into teams. Each team has a
short text. Students take turns reading a paragraph or section and then
summarizing it to their team. The first team to complete the summary
wins.

Reader's Theater: Adapt a short story or play for performance.
Students practice reading fluency, pronunciation, and expression while
engaging with the text.

Comprehension Bingo: Create bingo cards with key words or
concepts from a text. Students read the text and mark off the
corresponding words as they find them.

Book Club: Form student book clubs to discuss a chosen book. This
activity promotes critical thinking, discussion skills, and deep reading
comprehension.

Mystery Text: Present students with an incomplete text. They work in
groups to read the text, fill in the blanks, and discuss their
interpretations.

Games for Writing Practice



Storytelling Relay: Divide students into teams. Each team starts with
a sentence or phrase. They take turns adding to the story, fostering
creativity and narrative writing skills.

Mad Libs: Provide students with a story template filled with blanks.
They fill in the blanks with funny or unexpected words, creating a
humorous collective writing.

Acrostic Poetry: Students write acrostic poems using a target word or
phrase. This activity encourages vocabulary and creative writing.

Describe the Picture: Show students a picture and ask them to write
a descriptive paragraph or story about it. This activity develops their
descriptive writing skills and imagination.

Collaborative Writing: Divide students into small groups. Each group
writes a section of a larger writing project, such as a story, a report, or
an email.

Games for Speaking Practice

Conversation Squares: Write conversation starters on notecards.
Students walk around the classroom and ask each other the
questions. This activity promotes spontaneous speaking and active
listening.

Debate: Divide students into teams and assign them opposing
viewpoints on a topic. They research, prepare, and debate their
positions, developing their critical thinking and argumentation skills.

Impromptu Speeches: Give students a topic or question and a short
amount of time to prepare. They then deliver a short speech on the
topic, practicing their spontaneity and public speaking skills.



Role-Playing: Create role-playing scenarios and assign students
different roles. They interact with each other, practicing their dialogue
skills and situational language.

Interviews: Pair up students as interviewers and interviewees. They
ask each other questions related to a topic, developing their
interviewing skills and fluency in conversation.

Games for Pronunciation Practice

Tongue Twisters: Challenge students to pronounce tongue twisters
correctly and quickly. This activity improves their articulation and
pronunciation accuracy.

Minimal Pairs: Pronounce similar sounding words with slight
differences. Students listen and identify the differences, enhancing
their auditory discrimination and pronunciation.

Pronunciation Bingo: Create bingo cards with different target
phonemes. Students listen to spoken words and mark off the
corresponding phonemes on their cards.

Karaoke: Let students sing along to English songs. This activity
provides opportunities for natural pronunciation and rhythm practice.

Pronunciation Guessing Game: Hide target words around the
classroom. Students pronounce the words and their classmates guess
which word it is.

Games for Cultural Exchange

Cultural Scavenger Hunt: Provide students with clues or prompts
related to different cultures. They follow the clues to learn about



different traditions, customs, and perspectives.

Cultural Presentations: Assign students to research and present on
different cultures. They share their findings with their classmates,
fostering cultural awareness and appreciation.

International Food Day: Have students bring in dishes from their
home countries or different cultures. They share their food and discuss
its significance, promoting cultural diversity and understanding.

Cultural Charades: Act out different cultural practices, traditions, or
gestures. Students guess the actions and learn about new cultures.

Cultural Bingo: Create bingo cards with different cultural facts or
symbols. Students listen to or read about different cultures and mark
off the corresponding facts on their cards.

Utilizing these 180 educational games and activities, ESL/EFL teachers
can transform their classrooms into dynamic and engaging learning
environments. By integrating games into their lesson plans, they can foster
effective language acquisition, promote fluency, and cultivate a love for
learning among their students. These games not only enhance language
skills but also contribute to cognitive development, critical thinking, and
social interaction, creating a holistic and enriching learning experience.
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