
A Detailed Exploration of the Leo Savage
Kings: A Motorcycle Club with a Rich History
and Legacy in South Carolina
In the tapestry of South Carolina's biker culture, the Leo Savage Kings
Motorcycle Club stands as a prominent thread. Founded in 1965, this
enigmatic club has been a fixture in the state's motorcycle scene for over
half a century. With chapters spread throughout the Carolinas and beyond,
the Leo Savage Kings have left an enduring mark on the region's
motorcycle landscape. This article will delve into the history, membership,
and impact of this legendary motorcycle club, shedding light on its
enigmatic image and the enduring legacy it has forged.

Inception and Early Years

The origins of the Leo Savage Kings can be traced back to Greenville,
South Carolina, in 1965. A group of motorcycle enthusiasts, united by a
shared passion for riding and a defiant spirit, came together to form the
club. The founding members, many of whom were Vietnam War veterans,
adopted the name "Leo Savage" in homage to the protagonist of Norman
Mailer's novel "The Naked and the Dead." The moniker reflected their own
sense of independence and defiance, as well as their willingness to
embrace the untamed spirit of the open road.
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Membership and Structure

The Leo Savage Kings Motorcycle Club is a closed membership
organization, with strict requirements for joining and a strong emphasis on
loyalty and brotherhood. Prospective members must undergo a rigorous
probationary period, during which they are assessed for their commitment
to the club and their ability to uphold its values. Membership is open to both
men and women, who ride a variety of motorcycles, from Harley-Davidsons
to Indian Scouts. The club's structure is hierarchical, with officers holding
specific roles and responsibilities. At the helm is the President, who is
supported by a Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Road Captain.
Each chapter has its own leadership, responsible for organizing rides,
events, and other club activities within their respective territories.

Club Culture and Values

The Leo Savage Kings Motorcycle Club embraces a unique culture that
blends a deep respect for tradition with a rebellious spirit. Members are
known for their distinctive attire, which includes leather vests adorned with
the club's logo and colors. The club's logo features a stylized skull with
crossed pistons, symbolizing the bond between brotherhood and the
freedom of the open road. The club's colors, blue and gold, represent
loyalty, strength, and the enduring spirit of the Leo Savage Kings. Beyond
their appearance, the club emphasizes a code of honor, camaraderie, and
support among its members. They ride together, party together, and look
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out for each other in times of need, embodying the true spirit of
brotherhood.

Community Involvement and Impact

The Leo Savage Kings Motorcycle Club is not just a social organization; it
is also an active participant in the communities it serves. Members
regularly participate in charity events, toy runs, and other initiatives that
benefit those in need. They have raised funds for local schools, hospitals,
and veterans organizations, demonstrating their commitment to giving back
to their communities. The club's presence at local events and gatherings
adds a touch of excitement and camaraderie, showcasing the positive
impact of motorcycling beyond the stereotypes.

Controversy and Legal Challenges

Like many motorcycle clubs, the Leo Savage Kings have faced their share
of controversy and legal challenges over the years. In the 1980s, the club
was associated with drug trafficking and other criminal activities. However,
over time, the club has taken significant steps to distance itself from such
elements, implementing strict rules against illegal activities and working
closely with law enforcement to maintain a positive reputation. Despite
these efforts, the club's image has sometimes been tarnished by the
actions of a few individuals, leading to ongoing scrutiny and occasional
legal challenges.

Legacy and Future Prospects

The Leo Savage Kings Motorcycle Club has left an undeniable mark on the
motorcycle culture of South Carolina and beyond. For over five decades,
the club has stood as a symbol of freedom, brotherhood, and community



involvement. Despite the challenges it has faced, the club remains strong,
with chapters continuing to grow and thrive. The Leo Savage Kings
Motorcycle Club is poised to continue its legacy for years to come,
showcasing the enduring spirit of motorcycling and the positive impact that
motorcycle clubs can have on their communities.

The Leo Savage Kings Motorcycle Club is a complex and multifaceted
organization that has played a significant role in the motorcycle culture of
South Carolina. From its humble beginnings in Greenville to its current
status as a statewide institution, the club has embodied the spirit of
freedom, brotherhood, and community involvement. While the club has
faced some challenges along the way, it has consistently strived to
maintain a positive reputation and contribute to the well-being of the
communities it serves. The Leo Savage Kings Motorcycle Club is a
testament to the enduring power of motorcycling and the unbreakable
bonds that can be forged through a shared passion for the open road.
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