An Exploration of "Of English Verse": A
Comprehensive Guide to the Macmillan
Collector Library 169

Of English Verse is a comprehensive anthology of English poetry,
spanning from the medieval period to the early 20th century. Published as
part of the Macmillan Collector Library in 1907, this volume offers a broad
and diverse selection of poems by both canonical and lesser-known poets.

This article provides a comprehensive guide to Of English Verse,
exploring its contents, significance, and enduring value as a resource for
students, scholars, and lovers of poetry.
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Contents and Structure

Of English Verse is divided into six chronological sections, each covering
a specific period in English literary history:
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= Medieval Period (c. 1066-1485)
= Tudor Period (1485-1603)

= Stuart Period (1603-1714)

= Eighteenth Century (1714-1800)
= Nineteenth Century (1800-1892)

= Early Twentieth Century (1892-1907)

Each section is further divided into subsections, which group poems by
theme or genre. This organizational structure allows readers to easily
navigate the anthology and find poems of particular interest.

Selection and Editorial Approach

The poems included in Of English Verse were carefully selected by the
editors, Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch and Edmund Gosse, two prominent literary
figures of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Their aim was to present a
representative and comprehensive collection of English poetry that would
appeal to a wide range of readers.

The editors adopted a broad and inclusive approach, including poems from
both established and lesser-known poets. This resulted in a diverse and
eclectic anthology that reflects the richness and variety of English verse.

The editors also provided brief s to each section, which offer historical
context and insights into the literary landscape of the period. These s help
readers understand the development of English poetry and appreciate the
significance of the poems included.



Significance and Value

Of English Verse has been recognized as an invaluable resource for
students, scholars, and lovers of poetry for over a century. Its
comprehensiveness, authoritative selection, and accessible editorial
approach make it a trusted and reliable source of information about English
poetry.

For students, Of English Verse provides a comprehensive overview of the
history of English poetry. It allows them to explore the works of different
poets and periods, trace the development of literary trends, and gain a
deeper understanding of English literature.

For scholars, Of English Verse is a valuable reference tool. It offers a wide
range of poems for analysis and interpretation, and its authoritative editorial
content provides a solid foundation for research and academic inquiry.

For lovers of poetry, Of English Verse is a treasure trove of literary delight.
It offers countless hours of enjoyment, allowing readers to discover and
appreciate the beauty and power of some of the finest poems in the English
language.

Of English Verse is a remarkable anthology that has stood the test of time
as a comprehensive and enduring resource for the study and appreciation
of English poetry. lts authoritative selection, accessible editorial content,
and diverse range of poems make it an essential resource for students,
scholars, and lovers of poetry alike. Whether you are a seasoned scholar
or a curious reader, you are sure to find something to inspire and delight
you in this timeless collection of English verse.
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