
Ellens Gesang III D839, Op. 52, No. 4: A Lyrical
Masterpiece of Franz Schubert
Nestled within Franz Schubert's rich legacy of lieder, "Ellens Gesang III
D839, Op. 52, No. 4" stands as a radiant gem, capturing the essence of
romantic longing and the elemental forces of nature. Its haunting melody,
intricate harmonies, and profound connection to the natural world have
captivated audiences for centuries.

The Poet: Sir Walter Scott

Schubert's inspiration for this mesmerizing ballad was Sir Walter Scott's
poem "The Lady of the Lake," which depicts the plight of Ellen Douglas, a
young woman whose heart is torn between her love for the knight James
Fitz-James and her loyalty to her clan. In "Ellens Gesang III," Schubert sets
to music Ellen's poignant lament as she realizes the futility of her love and
seeks solace in the embrace of nature.
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Schubert's musical rendering of Ellen's song is a masterpiece of lyrical
expression. The piano accompaniment, with its rippling arpeggios and
gentle tremolos, evokes the rustling of leaves and the lapping of waves,
creating an immersive atmosphere of natural beauty. Above this ethereal
backdrop, the vocal melody unfolds with a haunting simplicity, its yearning
phrases suspended in the air like whispers carried by the wind.

The harmony of the piece is equally captivating, modulating through a
series of key changes that mirror the emotional journey of the protagonist.
From the opening key of B minor, we are drawn into a world of melancholy
and longing. As Ellen's resolve falters, the music shifts into the brighter key
of G major, offering a glimmer of hope. Yet, this newfound optimism is
short-lived, as the harmony quickly descends back into the darkness of B
minor, signaling the finality of her heartbreak.

Nature as a Sanctuary

One of the most striking aspects of "Ellens Gesang III" is its profound
connection to nature. Schubert's music vividly portrays the natural world as
a refuge for Ellen's wounded spirit. The ripple of the stream symbolizes her
tears, the rustling of the leaves represents her whispered prayers, and the
gentle sway of the wind brings a sense of solace and tranquility. Nature
becomes a confidant, offering comfort and a sense of belonging amidst the
turmoil of her emotions.

Unrequited Love: A Heartfelt Lament

At its core, "Ellens Gesang III" is a heartfelt lament for unrequited love.
Ellen's longing for Fitz-James is expressed with a depth of emotion that is
both heart-wrenching and relatable. Her voice trembles with suppressed
tears as she sings, "Doch ach! So rein, so klar und hehr, Fließt meiner



Liebe Sehnsucht nicht." ("But alas! My love's longing doesn't flow so pure,
so clear, and so sublime.") Each note carries the weight of her unfulfilled
dreams and the poignant realization that her love will forever remain
unrequited.

"Ellens Gesang III D839, Op. 52, No. 4" is a testament to Franz Schubert's
extraordinary talent for musical storytelling. Through its haunting melody,
intricate harmonies, and deep connection to nature, the piece invites
listeners to enter the realm of unrequited love and find solace in the
embrace of the natural world. Its enduring popularity is a testament to its
timeless beauty and the universal emotions it evokes.

Whether experienced in the concert hall or through the magic of recordings,
"Ellens Gesang III" continues to captivate audiences, transporting them into
a world of longing, loss, and the transformative power of nature. It is a
masterpiece of romantic lieder that will forever hold a place in the hearts
and minds of music lovers around the world.

Additional Resources

* Listen to "Ellens Gesang III D839, Op. 52, No. 4" performed by renowned
soprano Renée Fleming: [Link to YouTube video] * Explore the complete
score of the piece: [Link to score] * Learn more about Franz Schubert and
his lieder: [Link to biography]
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