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In the annals of Canadian art, few figures loom as large as Thom Thomson.
A self-taught painter, Thomson's evocative depictions of the Canadian
wilderness helped define a new national identity and set the stage for the
emergence of the Group of Seven, a group of artists who revolutionized
Canadian art.

Thomson was born in Owen Sound, Ontario, in 1877. As a young man, he
worked as a commercial artist in Toronto, but his true passion lay in
painting the landscape. In 1912, he quit his job and moved to Algonquin
Park, a vast wilderness area north of Toronto. It was here that Thomson
found his artistic voice.

Thomson's paintings are characterized by their vibrant colors, bold
brushwork, and a deep love of the natural world. He painted the forests,
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lakes, and mountains of Algonquin Park with a sense of wonder and awe.
His work captured the essence of the Canadian wilderness and helped to
create a new appreciation for its beauty.

In addition to his artistic talent, Thomson was also a gifted writer and
photographer. He kept a journal in which he recorded his thoughts on art,
nature, and the human condition. His photographs of Algonquin Park are
also a valuable record of the region's natural beauty.

Thomson's life was cut short in 1917 when he drowned in Canoe Lake in
Algonquin Park. He was only 39 years old. However, his legacy lives on.
His paintings continue to be celebrated for their beauty and their role in
shaping Canadian art. And his spirit continues to inspire artists and nature
lovers alike.

Early Life and Education

Thomson was born in Owen Sound, Ontario, on August 5, 1877. He was
the son of Scottish immigrants John and Margaret Thomson. His father was
a shipbuilder, and his mother was a devout Christian. Thomson had two
older brothers, John and George, and a younger sister, Margaret.

Thomson grew up in a small town on the shores of Georgian Bay. He loved
the outdoors and spent much of his time exploring the forests and lakes of
the area. He also developed a passion for art at a young age. He took
drawing lessons from a local artist and often sketched the landscape
around his home.

In 1893, Thomson moved to Toronto to study art at the Ontario College of
Art. However, he found the school's curriculum too restrictive and left after



only one year. He then worked as a commercial artist for several years, but
he continued to paint in his spare time.

Move to Algonquin Park

In 1912, Thomson quit his job and moved to Algonquin Park. He was drawn
to the park's rugged wilderness and its abundance of wildlife. He built a
small cabin on the shore of Canoe Lake and began to paint the landscape
around him.

Thomson's paintings from this period are characterized by their vibrant
colors and bold brushwork. He often used a palette knife to apply paint,
which gave his paintings a distinctive texture. He also experimented with
different techniques, such as painting on wood panels and using tempera
paint.

Thomson's work quickly gained attention. In 1913, he had his first solo
exhibition at the Art Gallery of Toronto. The exhibition was a critical and
commercial success, and it helped to establish Thomson as one of the
leading artists in Canada.

The Group of Seven

In 1917, Thomson joined a group of artists who became known as the
Group of Seven. The other members of the group were Franklin
Carmichael, Lawren Harris, A.Y. Jackson, Arthur Lismer, J.E.H. MacDonald,
and Frederick Varley.

The Group of Seven shared a common goal of creating a new national art
for Canada. They believed that Canadian art should reflect the country's



unique landscape and history. They also believed that art should be
accessible to all Canadians, regardless of their social class or background.

The Group of Seven's paintings were often characterized by their use of
bold colors and simple forms. They also often depicted scenes of the
Canadian wilderness, such as forests, lakes, and mountains. The group's
work helped to define a new national identity for Canada and inspired a
new generation of artists.

Death and Legacy

Thomson drowned in Canoe Lake on July 8, 1917. He was only 39 years
old. His death was a tragic loss for Canadian art, and it cut short a
promising career.

However, Thomson's legacy lives on. His paintings continue to be
celebrated for their beauty and their role in shaping Canadian art. And his
spirit continues to inspire artists and nature lovers alike.

Thom Thomson was a visionary artist who changed the course of Canadian
art. His paintings captured the beauty of the Canadian wilderness and
helped to define a new national identity. He was also a founding member of
the Group of Seven, a group of artists who revolutionized Canadian art.

Thomson's legacy lives on today. His paintings continue to be celebrated
for their beauty and their role in shaping Canadian art. And his spirit
continues to inspire artists and nature lovers alike.
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