
We Would Love to Host an Exchange Student,
But... The Complete Guide to Making the
Decision

Learn about a new culture. One of the best things about hosting an
exchange student is the opportunity to learn about a new culture. You'll
get to experience their food, music, language, and customs firsthand.

Make new friends. Hosting an exchange student is a great way to
make new friends from all over the world. You'll get to share your
culture with them and learn about theirs.

Create lasting memories. Hosting an exchange student can be a life-
changing experience for both the host family and the student. You'll
create lasting memories that you'll cherish for years to come.

Financial cost. Hosting an exchange student can be expensive. You'll
need to provide them with food, lodging, and transportation. You may
also need to pay for their health insurance and other expenses.

Time commitment. Hosting an exchange student requires a
significant time commitment. You'll need to be available to take them to
school, activities, and appointments. You'll also need to be prepared to
answer their questions and help them adjust to their new environment.

Cultural differences. Hosting an exchange student from a different
culture can be challenging. You may need to adjust your lifestyle and
expectations to accommodate their needs.



1. Decide if hosting an exchange student is right for you. Before you
start the process of hosting an exchange student, it's important to
decide if it's the right decision for you and your family. Consider your
financial situation, time commitment, and cultural expectations.

2. Research different exchange programs. There are many different
exchange programs available. Do some research to find a program
that's a good fit for you and your family.

3. Apply to host an exchange student. Once you've found a program,
you'll need to apply to host an exchange student. The application
process typically involves submitting an application form, providing
references, and undergoing a home inspection.

4. Match with an exchange student. Once you've been approved to
host an exchange student, you'll be matched with a student who meets
your criteria. You'll have the opportunity to communicate with the
student before they arrive so that you can get to know them and make
sure they're a good fit for your family.

5. Prepare your home and family for the exchange student. Before
the exchange student arrives, you'll need to prepare your home and
family for their arrival. This includes making sure you have a bedroom
available for them, providing them with food and clothing, and
introducing them to your family and friends.

6. Welcome the exchange student to your home. When the exchange
student arrives, welcome them to your home and make them feel
comfortable. Help them get settled in and answer any questions they
have.



7. Support the exchange student during their stay. During the
exchange student's stay, you'll need to provide them with support and
guidance. Help them adjust to their new environment, answer their
questions, and encourage them to participate in activities and explore
their new culture.

8. Say goodbye to the exchange student. When the exchange
student's stay is over, it's time to say goodbye. This can be a difficult
time, but it's important to remember that you've made a lifelong friend.

Be patient and understanding. Hosting an exchange student from a
different culture can be challenging. Be patient and understanding as
they adjust to their new environment.

Communicate openly. Communication is key to a successful
exchange student experience. Talk to the exchange student regularly
about their needs and expectations.

Be flexible. Things don't always go according to plan when you're
hosting an exchange student. Be flexible and willing to adjust your
plans as needed.

Have fun! Hosting an exchange student should be a fun and
rewarding experience for everyone involved. Make sure to take time to
enjoy each other's company and create lasting memories.

Hosting an exchange student can be a life-changing experience for both
the host family and the student. If you're considering hosting an exchange
student, it's important to do your research and consider all the factors
involved. With careful planning and preparation, you can make the
experience a positive one for everyone involved.
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