
What Ancient Cultures Can Teach Us About
the Lost Art of Raising Happy, Helpful
Children
In a world where children are increasingly isolated and self-centered, it's
worth looking back to ancient cultures for wisdom on how to raise happy,
helpful children. From the Greeks to the Mayans, ancient cultures had a
deep understanding of the importance of community, cooperation, and
respect. By incorporating these values into our own parenting practices, we
can help our children grow into well-rounded, compassionate individuals.

The Importance of Community

In many ancient cultures, children were raised in close-knit communities
where they had regular contact with extended family, friends, and
neighbors. This sense of community gave children a strong sense of
belonging and support. They learned from their elders, played with their
peers, and participated in community events. As a result, they developed a
strong sense of empathy and compassion for others.
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In contrast, many children today are raised in isolated nuclear families
where they have little contact with extended family and friends. This lack of
community can lead to feelings of loneliness, isolation, and anxiety.
Children who are raised in isolated environments are also more likely to
develop self-centered attitudes and behaviors.

The Value of Cooperation

Ancient cultures also placed a high value on cooperation. Children were
taught to work together to achieve common goals. They learned to share
resources, solve problems, and support each other. This spirit of
cooperation helped children develop a strong sense of teamwork and
collaboration.

In contrast, many children today are raised in competitive environments
where they are constantly striving to be the best. This focus on individual
achievement can lead to feelings of jealousy, resentment, and isolation.
Children who are raised in competitive environments are also more likely to
develop narcissistic tendencies.

The Importance of Respect

Ancient cultures also emphasized the importance of respect. Children were
taught to respect their elders, their peers, and their community. They
learned to listen to others, to follow rules, and to treat others with kindness.
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This sense of respect helped children develop a strong moral compass and
a sense of responsibility.

In contrast, many children today are raised in environments where they are
not taught to respect others. They may be disrespectful to their parents,
teachers, and peers. This lack of respect can lead to problems with
authority, difficulty forming relationships, and antisocial behavior.

How to Incorporate These Values into Your Parenting

If you want to raise happy, helpful children, it's important to incorporate the
values of community, cooperation, and respect into your parenting
practices. Here are a few tips:

Encourage your children to participate in community activities.
This could include volunteering, joining a club, or playing on a sports
team. Community involvement can help children develop a sense of
belonging and support.

Teach your children the importance of cooperation. Encourage
them to work together to solve problems, complete tasks, and achieve
common goals. Cooperation can help children develop a strong sense
of teamwork and collaboration.

Instill in your children a sense of respect. Teach them to respect
their elders, their peers, and their community. Respect can help
children develop a strong moral compass and a sense of responsibility.

Raising happy, helpful children is not easy, but it is possible. By
incorporating the values of community, cooperation, and respect into your



parenting practices, you can help your children grow into well-rounded,
compassionate individuals.
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