
When Justice Dies: The Enduring Legacy of
Justice Sh. Sarab
Justice Sh. Sarab, a towering figure in the legal fraternity, left an indelible
mark on the Indian judiciary. His exceptional career, spanning over four
decades, was marked by a relentless pursuit of justice, unflinching
commitment to the rule of law, and a deep-seated passion for human rights.
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Early Life and Education

Born into a modest family in a small village in Punjab, Sarab exhibited an
extraordinary intellect and determination from a tender age. He pursued his
legal studies at the prestigious Punjab University, where he excelled
academically and was known for his sharp legal mind and incisive
analytical skills.

Legal Career
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Sarab commenced his legal career as a practicing lawyer in the Punjab and
Haryana High Court. His keen understanding of the law, persuasive
advocacy, and unwavering dedication to his clients quickly earned him a
reputation as a formidable legal professional. His clients ranged from
marginalized individuals to high-profile corporates, and he consistently
championed the cause of the underprivileged and voiceless.

Elevation to the Bench

In recognition of his exceptional legal acumen and commitment to justice,
Sarab was elevated to the Punjab and Haryana High Court in 1985. As a
High Court Judge, he presided over some of the most complex and high-
profile cases of his time. His judgments were characterized by their clarity,
legal precision, and unwavering adherence to constitutional principles.

Appointment to the Supreme Court

Sarab's exemplary performance in the High Court led to his appointment as
a Judge of the Supreme Court of India in 1999. During his tenure at the
apex court, he authored several landmark judgments that shaped the legal
landscape of India. His path-breaking decisions on issues ranging from
constitutional law to criminal justice to social justice continue to be cited as
authoritative precedents by courts across the country.

Judicial Philosophy

Justice Sarab's judicial philosophy was rooted in the belief that law should
serve as an instrument of social justice and equality. He was a firm
advocate of judicial activism, arguing that courts have a duty to protect the
rights of the marginalized and ensure that the government acts in
accordance with the Constitution.



He was also a staunch defender of individual liberties and fundamental
rights. In his famous dissenting judgment in the ADM Jabalpur case, he
courageously challenged the government's arbitrary suspension of civil
liberties during the Emergency, upholding the supremacy of the
Constitution over executive authority.

Commitment to Human Rights

Beyond his judicial role, Sarab was deeply committed to human rights
issues. He served as a member of the National Human Rights Commission
and was instrumental in strengthening the commission's role in protecting
the rights of vulnerable populations.

He also played a key role in the drafting of the Protection of Human Rights
Act, 1993, which provides a comprehensive framework for the protection
and promotion of human rights in India.

Legacy and Impact

Justice Sh. Sarab's illustrious career has left an enduring legacy on the
legal profession and Indian society as a whole. His unwavering
commitment to justice, his sharp legal mind, and his passion for human
rights have inspired generations of legal professionals and shaped the legal
landscape of India.

His landmark judgments continue to serve as guiding principles for courts
and have had a transformative impact on the protection of fundamental
rights, the promotion of social justice, and the strengthening of the rule of
law.



Justice Sarab's passing in 2022 was a profound loss to the legal
community and the nation. His legacy, however, will continue to inspire and
guide legal professionals and human rights advocates for years to come.

Justice Sh. Sarab was a true champion of justice and a tireless advocate
for the rule of law. His life and career exemplify the highest ideals of the
legal profession. His enduring legacy will continue to shape the legal
landscape of India and inspire generations of legal professionals to strive
for justice, equality, and the protection of human rights.
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